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“Dear GENERAL,—I am happy to know that you have taken 
possession of your new establishment, and presume you will be poe 
nently successful and happy in “ together with your good lady and 
family. “You are no doubt Alread y aware that | ‘have had a most in- 
teresting visit from your most excellent and worthy friend, President 
B. Young, with whom I have had a glorious frolic in the clear blue 
ocean ; or most assuredly a frolic it was, without a moment’s re- 
flection or consideration. Nothing of this kind would in the léast 
attach me to your person or cause. [ am capable of being a most 
undeviating friend, without being governed by the smallest religious 
influence. 

As you have proved yourself to be a philosophical divine, you 
will exeuse me when | say that we must leave this influence to the 
mass. The boldness of your plans and measures, together with their 
unparalleled success, so far, are calculated to throw a charm over 
your whole being, and to point you out as the most extraordinary 
man of the present age. But my mind is of so mathematical and 
philosophical a cast, that the divinity of Moses makes no impression 
on me, and you will not be offended when I say that I rate you 
higher as a legislator than { do Moses, because we have you present 
with us for examination ; whereas Moses derives his chief authority 
from prescription and the lapse of time. | cannot, however, say but 
you are both right, it being out of the power of man to prove you 
wrong. It is no mathematieal problem, and can therefore get no 
mathematical solution. I say, therefore, go a-head, you have my 
good wishes. You know Mahomet-had his “ right hand man.” 

The celebrated Thomas Browh, of New York is now engaged. ia 
cutting your head ona beautiful eornelion stone, as your private 


— 
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seal, which will be set in gold to your order, and sent to you. It 
will be a gem, and just what you want. His sister is a member of 
your church. The expense of this seal set in gold will be about $40, 


and Mr. Brown assures me that if he were not so poor a man he 


would present it to you free. You can, however, accept it or not, 
as he can app’y it to another use. I am, myself short for cash, for 
although I sometime since $2000, paid me by the Harpers, pub- 
lishers, as the first instalment on the purchase ot my copy right, yet 
I had got so much behind during the hard times that it all went to clear 
up old scores. I expect 38,000 dols. more, however, in semi-annual 

ayments from those gentlemen, within the limits of ten years, a 
arge portion of which I intend to use in the State of Illinois, in the 
urchase and conduct of a large tract of land, and therefore should I 
ye compelled to announce, in this quarter that I have no connection 
with the Nauvoo Legion, you will, of course remain silent, as I shall 
do it in such a way as will make all things right. 

I may yet run for a high office in your state, when you would be 
sure of my best services in your behalf, therefore a knewn connec- 
tion with you would be against our mutual interest. It can be 
shown that a commission in the legion was a Herald hoax, coined for 
the fun of it, by me, as it is not believed even now by the public, 
In short I expect to be yet, through your influence, Governor of the 
State of [Hinois. 

* M y respects to Brother Young, Richards, Mrs. Emma, and all 
ends. 
Yours, most yo! | 
JAS. ARLINGTON BENNETT. 

Ligut. Gen. SMITH. 

P.S. As the offiee of inspector general confers no command on 
me, being a mere honorary title, if, therefore, there is any gentleman 
in Nauvoo who would like to fill it in a practical way, 1 shall with 
— pleasure and good will resign it to him ~ receiving advice 

om you to that effect. It is an office that should be filled by some 
scientific officer. 
J. A. B. 


REPLY. 
Nauvoo, Ill., Nov. 13, 1848. 

Dear Six :—Your letter of the 24th ult., has been ) oaeeeety received ; 
its contents duly appreciated, and its we tenor vaghtce considered ; 
and, according to my manner of judging all things in righteousness, I 
ceed to answer you; and shall leave you te meditate whether widths. 
matical problems, founded upon the truth of‘revelation, or religion as_pro- 
synulgated by me or Moses, can be solved by rules and principles existing in 
the systems of common knowledge. 
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How far you are capa ‘a most undeyiating friend, without 
your survivors, as al] past experience most assuredly — Without 
controversy, that friesdphjp, which intelligent beings as sin- 
cere, must arise from love, and that love grow out of — ig as 
much a part of religion, as light is a of Jehovah. Hence the saying of. 
Jesus : ‘Greater love hath no man un this, that a man lay down his life 
Be ed, ‘as I ha ical 

ou observed, ‘as ve proven myself to be a philosophical divine, 
must excuse you, cree say that we must leave these smfluences to -the 
mass.’ The osophical divine,’ in various 


shows a form of godliness wi rambo for is it not written, ‘I 
beware lest any man spoil you through 
of the world and not after 


of thistles ? " 
“O course you follow out the figure, and aay ‘the boldness of my plans 
and measures, together with their unparalleled success, so far, are calcu- 


ated to thom acharm over my whole being and to point me out as the 


most ex man of the The my plans and 
measures, can ly be tested by the touch-stone of all oe " 


giyphics ; the knowledge of which was lost to the world ; in which won- 
erful event I stood alone, an unlearned youth, to combat the worldly wis- 
dom, and multi plied ignorance of eighteen centuries, with a new revelation ; 
which, (if they alll recéive it, the everlasting gospel,) would ty the 
eyes of more than eight hundred millions of people and make ‘ plain 
paths,’ wherein if a man walk in all the o of God 
aval inherit eternal life ; and Jesus Christ, who was, and is, and wor lr 
has borne me safely over every snare and plan, laid in secret or openly ; 
through ny isy, sectarian — ice, popular philosophy, execu- 
tive power, or mobocracy, to destroy me. | 

If, then, the hand of God, in all these things that I have accomplished, 
a png riest-ridden generation, in the short space of 
twelve years, th Idness of the plan of preaching the and 
sion of sins ; and a reception of the Holy Ghost, b laying on of the hands, 
agreeably to the authority of the priesthood ; "andl the ill 
sures of receiving direct revelation from God, through the Comforter as pro- 
mised, and by w ich means all holy men, from ancient times till: now, have 
spoken and revealed the will of God to men, with the consequent success’ 


tic y the popular sects of the age, e al capes selma mena. 
bible societies, missionary boards, financial ; izations, gospel money 
ight, more viytue, and more truth from , ve su as a 
man of God, then you reason truly ; though the weight of the sentiment is : 
lost, when the ‘influence is left to the mass.’ Do men gather grapes of thorns 
18, that the | of God I translated the Book of Mormon from 
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of the ering of the saints, throws. charm a4round my being and 
out as the most of the age,’ it demonstrates 
the fact, that truth is mighty and must prevail ; and that one man empower- 
éd from Jehovah, has more influence with the children of the kingdom, 
than eight hundred millions led by the precepts of men. -God - exalts. the 
humble, and debases the haughty. But let me assure you in ‘the name of 
Jesus, who spake as never man spake, that the ‘ boldness of the plans and 
measures,’ as you term them, but which should be denominated the righte- 
ousness of the cause, the truth of the system, and power of God, which ‘ so 
far,’ has borne me and the church, (in which I glory m aie here rivilege 
of being a member,) successfully through the storm of reproach; folly, igno- 
rance, malice, persecution, falsehood, sacerdotal wrath, newspaper satire, 
yao a libels and the combined influence of the powers of earth and hell, 
say these powers of righteousness and truth, are not the decrees or rules 

of an ambitious and aspiring Nimrod, Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander, 
Mahomet, Bonaparte, great sounding heroes,’ that dazzled forth 
with a trail of pomp and circumstances for a little season, like a comet, and 
then disappeared, leaving a wide waste where such an existence ‘once was, 
with only a name : nor were the glorious results of what you term ‘ bold- 
ness of plans and measures,’ with the attendant ‘success,’ matured by the 
self aggrandizing wisdom of the priests oy Baal ; the scribes and Pharisees 
of the Jews ; Popes and Bishops of christendom ; or pagans of Juggernaut ; 
nor were they extended by the divisions and sub-divisions of a Luther, a 
Calvin, a Wesley, or even a Campbell ; supported by a galaxy of clergy- 
men and churchmen, of whatever name or nature, bound apart by cast - iron 
creeds, and fastened to set stakes by chain'cable opinions, without revela- 
tion ; nor are they the lions of the land or the leviathans of the séa, moving 
among the elements, as distant chimeras to fatten the fancy of the. infidel ; 
but they are as the stone cut out of the mountain without hands, and will 
become a great mountain and fill the whole earth. Where I an tian, I 
would exclaim, Jah-oh-eh, Enish-go-on-dosh, Flo-ees-Flos-is-is ; [O the 
earth ! the power of attraction, and the moon passing between’ her and the 
sun.| A saeu ; Haueloheem yerau ; a Greek, O Theos phos: esi ;-a 
Roman, Dominus regit me ; a German, Gott gebe uns das licht ; a Port : 
Senhor Jesu Christo e libordade ; a Frenchman, Dieu defend le droit ; but 
as I am, I give God the glory, and say in the beautiful figure of the 
poet : 
a ‘ Could we with ink the ooean fill ; 

Was the whole earth of parchment made ; 

And every single stick a quill ; 

And every nana scribe by trade, 

To write the love of God above, 

Would drain the ocean dry ; 


Nor could the whole upon a scroll, 

Be spread from sky to sky.’ , 

- It seems that your mind is of such ‘a mathematical and philosophical cast,' 
that the divinity of Moses makes no impression upon you, and that I. will 
not be offended when you say, that you rate me higher as a legislator, than 
you do Moses, because you have me present with you for examination ;’ 
that‘ Moses derives his chief authority from prescription and-the lapse of 
time ; you cannot however say, but we are both right; it being. out: of the 
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power of man to prove us wrong. It is no mathematical problem, and can 
therefore get no mathematical solution.’ | 

Now, sir, to cut the matter short, and not dally with your learned ideas, 
for fashion’s sake, you have here given your opinion, without reserve, that 
revelation, the knowledge of God, prophetic vision, the truth of eternity, 
cannot be solved as a A sta problem. The first question then is, 
what is a mathematical problem? and the natural answer is, a statement, 
proposition or question that can be solved, ascertained, unfolded or demon- 
strated, by knowledge, facts or figures, for ‘ mathematical’ is an adjective 
derived from Mathesis (gr.) meaning in English, learning or knowledge. 
‘Problem’ is derived from probleme, (Frenchy) or problema, (Latin, Italian 
or Spanish) and in each language means a question or proposition, whether 
true or false. ‘Solve’ is derived from the Late verb, solvo, to explain or 
answer. One thing more in order to prove the work as we paste ; it is 
necessary to have witnesses, two or three of whose testimonies, according to 
the laws or rules of God and man, are sufficient to establish any one 

int. 
“oo for the question. How much are one and one? Two. How 
much is one from two? One. Very well, one question, or problem is 
solved by figures. Now let me ask one for facts : was there ever such a 
place on the earth as Egypt? ‘seography says yes; ancient history says 
yes; and the bible says yes. So three witnesses have solved that question. 
Again, lived there ever such a man as Moses in Egypt? The same wit- 
nesses reply certainly. And was le a prophet ? e same witnesses, or a 

art have left on record, that Moses predicted in Leviticus that if Israel 

foals the covenant they had made, the Lord would scatter them among the 
nations, till the land enjoyed her Sabbaths ; and subsequently these wit- 
nesses have testified of their captivity in Babylon, and other places, in fulfil- 
ment. But to make assurance doubly sure, Moses prays that the ground 
might open and swallow up Korah and his company for tr ion, and it 
was so: and he endorses the prophesy of Balaam, which said, out of Jacob 
shall come, he that shall have dominion, and shall destroy him that remaineth 
of the city ; and Jesus Christ, as him that ‘ had dominion,’ about fifteen 
hundred years after, in accordance with this and the prediction of Moses, 
David, Isaiah, and many others, came, saying ; Moses wrote of me, declar- 
ing the dispersion of the Jews, and the utter destruction of the ‘city ;’ and 
the apostles were his witnesses, unimpeached, especially Jude, who not only 
endorses the facts of Moses ‘ divinity,’ but also the events of Balaam, and 
Korah with many others, as true. Besides these tangible facts, so easily 
proven and demonstrated by simple rules and testimony unimpeached, the 
art (now lost) of embalming human bodies, and preserving them in the cata- 
combs of Egypt, whereby men, women and children as mummies, after a 
lapse of near three thousand five hundred years come forth among the living, 
and although dead, the papyrus which has lived in their bosoma, unharm 

aks for them, in language like the sound of an earthquakg } Ecce veritas! 
Rece cadeveros! Behold the truth! Behold the mummies] Oh my dear 
sir, the Sunken Tyre and Sidon, the melancholy dust where ‘the city’ of 
Jerusalem once was, and the mourning of the Jews among nations, to- 
gether with such a ‘cloud of witnesses,’ if you had been ag wel] acquainted 


with your God and Bible, as with your purse and pence tabilq, the ‘ divinity’ 
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of Mose? would have dispelled the fog of five thousand years, and filled 
you with light; for facts, like diamonds, not only cut glass, but they are 
the most precious jewels on earth. The spirit of prophesy is the testimony 
of Jesus. | 

The world at large is cate | to credit the writings of Homer, Hesiod, 
Plutarch, Socrates, ere irgil, Josephus, Mahomet, and an hundred 
others, but where, tell me where, have they left a line, a simpel method of 
solving the truth of the plan of eternal life? Says the Savior, ‘if any man 
will do his (the Father's) will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak of myself.’ Here then is a method of solving 
the ‘divinity’ of men by the divinity within yourself, that as far exceeds the 
calculation of numbers, as the sun exceeds a candle. Would to God that 
all men understood it, and were willing to be governed by it, that when one 
had filled the measure of his days, he could exclaim like Jesus, ‘ vent, mori, 
et reviviscere !’ 

Your good wishes to ‘go ahead’ coupled with Mahomet and a ‘ right 
hand man,’ are rather more vain than virtuous. Why, sir, Czsar had hi 
right hand Brutus, who was his ‘ left hand’ assassin, not however applying 
the allusion to you. | | 4% 

As to the private seal you mention, if sent to me, I shall receive it with 
the gratitude of a servant of God, and pray that the donor may receive a 
reward in the resurrection of the just. 

The summit of your future fame seems to be hid in the political policy of 
a mathematical problem’ for the chief magistracy of this state, which I sup- 
pose might be solved by ‘ double position,’ where the errors of the supposi- 
tion are used to produce a true answer. 

But, sir, when | leave the dignity and honor I received from heaven, to 
boast a man into power, the aid of my friends, where the evil and 
designing, after the object has been accomplished, can lock up the clemency 
intended as a reciprocation for such favors : and where the wicked and un- 

rincipled, as a matter of course, would seize the opportunity, to flintify the 
— of the nation _ me for dabbling at a sly game in politics ; verily, 
I say, when I leave the dignity and honor of heaven, to gratify the ambition 
and vanity of man or men, may my power cease, like the strength of Samson, 
when he was shorn of his locks, sills slows in the lap of Delilah. Truly 
said the Savior, cast not your pearls before swine, lest they trample them 
under their feet and turn again and rend you. 

Shall I who have witnessed the visions of eternity ; and beheld the glories 
of the mansions of bliss ; and the regions and the misery of the damned ; 
shall I turn to be a Judas? Shall I who have heard the voice of God, 
and communed with —_— ; and spake and moved by the Holy Ghost for 
the renewal of the everlasting covenant, and for the gathering of Israel in the 
last days ; shall I worm myself into a political h ite ? Shall I who hold 
the keys of the last kingdom ; in which is the dispensation of the fulness of 
all things spoken by the mouths of all the holy hets, since the world 


_ began ; under the sealing power of the Melchesedek priesthood ; shall I stoop 


from the sublime authority of Almighty God, to be handled as a monkey’s 
cat’s paw ; and pettify myself into a clown to act the farce of political 
demagoguery ? . No, verily no. The whole earth shall bear me witness 
that I, like the towering rock in the midst of the ocean, which has withstood 
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the mighty surges of the warring waves for centuries, am i and 
am a faithful friend to virtue, and a fearless foe to vice ; no odds, whether 
the former was sold as a pearl in Asia, or hid as a gem in America ; and 
the latter dazzles in palaces, or glimmers among the tombs. 

I combat the errors of ages ; I meet the violence of mobs ; I with 
illegal proceedings from executive authority ; I cut the Gordian knot of 
— ; and I solve mathematical problems of Universities : WITH 

RUTH, diamond truth, and God is my ‘ right hand man.’ 

And to close, let me say in the name of Jesus Christ to you, and to presi- 
dents, emperors, kings, queens, governors, rulers, nobles, and men in autho- 
rity every where, do the works of righteousness, execute justice and judg- 
ment in the earth, that God may bless you, and her inhabitants ; and 

The laurel that grows on the of the mountain, 
Shall for your fame while the sun sheds a ray ; 
And the lily that blows by the side of the fountain, 
Will bloom for your virtue till earth melts away. 
With due consideration and respect, 
I have the honor to be your most ob’t serv’t. 
JOSEPH SMITH. 


. Jas. Antincton Bennett, Arlington House, N. Y. 
.S. The Court Martial will attend to your case in the Nauvoo 
gion.— Voice of Truth. J. 8. 


EXTRACT FROM THE DESERET NEWS. 


DISCOURSE 

By President Heber C. Kimball, Tabernacle, G. §. L. City, April 2, 1854. 

are . I wish this whole could see propriety of these 
in the world, if men and women who call themselves Mormons, or 
Latter Day Saints, would live up to their profession, and learn to speak the 
truth as it is in Jesus Christ, do his will on the earth as it is done in . 
heaven. 

I ask brethren and sisters, if you ex to go into heaven if you do 
pursue a course of carelessness, neglect of duty, and iatalieses: shen 
they depart from this life, expect that their spirits will associate with the 
spirits of the righteous in the spirit world ? I donot expect it, and when 
you 2 this state of existence, you will find it out for yourselves. 

Br. was ing about the work of God, in the laying waste of 
nations by sea and I believe it is all the work of and it is 
all right. Will he sweep them from the earth in order to their 
power and influence? He will. And when kings, and princes, and cap- 
tains, and great men, according to the greatness of the world, into the 
world of spirits, will not have as much power as they had here upon 
the earth.— We can of their spirits trying to peep, and mutter, and 
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mock, and rap, and cause tables to dance, and chairs to move from one plave 
to another, but that is all the power they have. 

While I am in the flesh, I can take a chair, or a club and make you feel 
my power to astill greater extent ; I could bruse your flesh, and break your 
bones, but they cannot do anything but peep, and make tables and chairs 
dance, and rap, and give uncertain sounds. That is wisdom great enough 
for the world ; it does well enough for them; it is all the revelation they 
deserve ; and a few of this people go to those spirits. ‘That man or women 
who will not learn the principle of subjection, and become like clay in the 
hands of the potter, will be led astray by those spirits ; and if not by these 
spirits, something will come by and by with more power. 

The Saints are receiving their endowment, and pepairing for that which is 
in the future ; to dwell in the heavens, and sit upon thrones, and reign over 
kingdoms, and dominions, principalities, and powers ; and as this work pro- 
gresses, the work of Satan will increase, and he will continue to present 
one thing after another, following up the work of God, and increasing means 
of deception, to lead astray such men and women, and take them captive. 
As the work of God increases in power and extent upon the earth, so will 
th works of Satan increase. I expect that tribulation will be upon the 
wicked, and continue from this time until they are swept off from the earth. 
I-just as much expect these things as I do to see the sun rise and set 
to-morrow. | 

I would like to see all this people do right, and keep the commandments 
of God. I would like to see them fulfil their covenants, and live up to their 
vows and promises, and fulfil their obligations, for they have obligated them- 
selves before God, and before angels, and before earthly witnesses, that they 
should do this. 

What you have agreed to do, God will require you to perform, if it should 
be ten thousand years after this time. And when the servants of God speak 
to you, and require you to do a thing, the Lord God will fulfil his words, 
and make you fulfil his words he gave to you thro’ his servants.—Inasmuch 
as you have come into this church, and made a covenant to forsake the world, 
and cleave unto the Lord, and keep his commandments, the Lord will 
compel you to do it, if it should be in ten thousand years from this time.— 
These are my views, and I know it will be so. 

Comparing us to clay that is in the hands of the potter, if that clay is 
passive, I oe as a potter, to mould it and to make it into a vessel 
unto honor. ho is to mould these vessels? Is it God himself in person, 
or is it his servants, his potters, his journeymen, in company with those he 
has placed te oversee the work? ‘The greater Master Potter dictates his 
servants, and it is for them to carry out his purposes, and make vessels 
according te his designs ; aud when they have done the work, they deliver 
it up to the Master for his acceptance ; and if their works are not good he 
does not accept them ; the only works that he accepts, are those prepared 
according to the design he gave. God will not be trifled with ; neither will 
his servants ; their words have got to be fulfilled, and they are the men that 
are to mould you, and tell you what shape to move in. | 

I do not know that I can compare it better than to the potter’s business. 
It forms a good comparison. This is the course you must pursue, and I 
know of no other way that God has prepared for you to become sanctified, 
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and moulded, and fashioned, until you becomé modeled to the likeness of 
the Sun of God by those who are placed to lead you. This is a lesson you 
have to learn as well as myself. 

When I know that I am doing just as I am told by him who is placed to 
lead this people, I am then.a happy man ; I am _ filled with peace, and can 
go about my business with joy and pleasure ; I can. lie down and rise again 
in peace, and be filled with gladness, by night and by day. But when I 
have not done the things that are right, my conscience gnaws upon my feel- 
This is the course for me to take. If it is the course for me to take, 
it is the course for every other elder in Israel to take—it does not matter 
who he is, or where he came from ; whether he be an American, an English- 
man, Irishman, Frenchman or German, Jew or Gentile, to this you have 
got to bow, and you have got to bow down like the clay in the hands of the 

r, that suffers the potter to mould it according to his own pleasure. 

ou have all got to come to this ; and if you do not come to it at this time, 

as sure as ever the sun rose and set, you will be cut from the wheel, and 
thrown back into the mill. 

You have come from the mill, and you have been there grinding. For 
what purpose ? To bring you into a passive condition. You have been 
gathered from the nations of the earth, from among the kindreds, tongues, 
and peoples of the world, to the valley of the Great Salt Lake, to purify, 
and sanctify yourselves, and become like the passive clay in the hands of 
the potter. Now suppose I subject myself enough, in the hands of the 
potter, to be shaped according ashe was dictated by the Great Master 
potter, that rules over all things in heaven and on earth, he would make me 
into a vessel of honor. : 

There are many vessels that are destroyed after they have been moulded 
and shaped. Why ?—Because they are not contented with the shape the 
potter has given them, but straightway re themselves intoa shape to please 
themselves ;—therefore they are beyond understanding what God designs, 
and they destroy themselves by the power of their own agency, for this is 
given to every ‘man and woman, to do just as they please. That is all right, 
and all just. Well then, you have pa 5 thro’ a great many mouldings, and 
shapes, then you have to be glazed,,and burned ; and even in the burning, 
some vessels crack— What makes them crack? Because they are snappish ; 
they would not crack if they were not snappish, and wilful. | 

f you go into the potteries m Staffordshire, England, where the finest 
chinaware is manufactured, you will see them take the coarsest materials 
about the pottery, and make a thing in the shape of a half bushel ; they put 
the finest ware in these to secure it from er in the burning operation. 
All the fine ware made in Europe, and in China, is burnt in these kind of 
vessels. After they are done with, they are cast away—they are vessels of 
wrath fitted for destruction. So God takes the wicked, and makes them 

rotect the righteous, in the process of sanctifying, and burning, and puri- 
fyi , and preparing them, and making them fit for the Master’s use. 
ese saggers, as they are called, are compounded of refuse articles that 
have been cast out ; so even a good for something. Thus wicked are 
of use, for they are a rod in the hands of the Almighty to scourge the righ- 
teous, and prepare them for their Master’s use, that they may enter into the 
celestial! world, and be crowned with glory in his presence. 
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‘ Brethren who hold the Priesthood, how do you like to rebel againtt those 
who are placed over you inthe Priesthood, to rule and guide you in the 
—— way? You Bishops, or Presiding Elder, Teacher, Deacon, Apostle, 
or het; how do you appear when yeu rebel against your head? You 
look hke the-woman who rebels against’ her husband, or Lord. It also 
makes the children as bad as the:parents ; for if the parents are rebellious 
ae their superiors, the children will be rebellious against their parents. 

use the parents do not pursue a proper course, God 1 makes their chil- 
drer a scourge to them. 


. Parents, if you do not listen to counsel, and walk in the path the Priest- 
hood marks out, the Lord wil] prepare a scourge for you, if it is in your own 
family, to chasten you, and bring you to a knowledge of the truth, that you 
may be humble aud the commandments of God. _ 

Do you expect to have peace aad plenty, to continue to thrive, and in- 
crease in property, in life, in herds, in flocks, and in the comforts of this 
life, while you are disobedient to those placed over you? You may for a 
season, but there .is a rod preparing for the rebellious, and the righteous will 
have to suffer with. the guilty. I know that by experience. 

I will tell you another thing that I know.— While the righteous are taking 
the rod frond bers the wicked, and it comes upon them severely, (I have 

thro’ it man a they have joy, peace, and in, and 
the Spirit of the od rests a upon them, and is round about 
them, and they say in the midst of it all “ we are determined by the help of 
God to keep his commandments, and by his help to do the will of our 
sident.” For if there is no man on God’s footstool that will stand by him, 
and assist him, I am determined to do all that lies in my power to sustain 
him while I am upon the earth. 

My er is, O Lord help me to do thy will, and walk in the footsteps 

of my , light up my path, and help me to walk so that my feet may 
never slip, and to keep my tongue from speaking guile ; that I may never 
be left to betray my brethren, who hold the Priesthood of the Son of God ; 
but that I may always honor that Priesthood, magnify it, reverence it, 
and love it more than I .do my life, or my wives, my children. If 
I do that, I know the Priesthood will honor me, and exalt me, and 
bring me back into the presence of God, and also those who 
listen to my counsel as I listen to the counsel of him whose right it is to 
dictate me. If Br. Brigham should get a Revelation containing the will of 
God concerning his servant Heber, it would be, “ let my servant Heber do 
all things whatsover my servant Brigham shall require at his hands, for that 
is the will of his Father in heaven.” [f that is the will of God concerning 
me, what is the will of God concerning you? It is the same. 
_ Brethren of the Priesthood, let us rise up in the name of Israel’s God, and 
dispense with everything that is not of God, and let us become 
one, even as the Father and the Son are one. If we 
take that course we shall triumph over hell, the grave, aud over everything 
else that shall o gene progress in earth, or in hell; there is 
we I fear nothing only my Father who is in 
heaven, and my brethren who are upon the > 
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AMERICAN EXTRACTS. 


INTERESTING DISCOVERY. 
A NEW QUESTIUN FOR HISTORICAL SOCIETIES, CONCERNING THE 
ANTIQUITIES OF AMERICA. | 
(Continued from page 215.) 

Yesterday, we were surveying near the brow of the range of hills 
which makes up from this gap. The air was piercing and chilly, and 
filled with driving snow. Suddenly, the sun closed in, and rain, 
mingled with hail, drove us to seek a shelter. There was no house 
or sign of human habitation within eight miles of us. Capt. Edwards, 
who leads our party, had met with a severe sprain during the early 
or of the day; and was incapable of exerting himself; from this cause. 

e’ suffered severly. While painfully tracing our way in quest of 
shelter, Mr. Sam. Emerson, my companion and chum, discovered a 
cleft in the side of the mountain, which could be approached very 
easly; and would afford a sufficient retreat for our party. We'reached 
fhe ‘spot, and stowed ourselves as closily as possible. We were 
protected, both from the wind and storm. The reaction of our feelings 
and the sudden rush of blood to the surface, which always follows 
exposure like to that to which we had been subjected, caused us, in 
a short time to be very comfortable. 

Emerson, who never can be long quiet, began to explore every side 
and corner of our retreat. He noticed a large flat stone, which sound- 
ed hollow as he struck it. It appeared to be lying upon the = 
disconnected with any other rock. Besides, his ni eye de 
that the stone was ofa different character from the natural formation 
of the mountain. This was enough to excite his curiosity. With 
the help of myself and another, the stone, which was lying at an 
angle, was removed, and we found an aperture ben ed with 
rude steps. This was a spurto further explorations. After halfan 
hour’s rather hard work we succeeded in making an opening suffi- 
ciently large to afford an entrance. 

Before us lay a’cave. Emerson would have entered it at once, 
but Capt. Edwards restrained him until such times as ventilation 
would render it safe. Emerson went in first; I followed, and the 
rest came after us. After descending seven steps, the aperture 
widening all the way, we found ourselves in a spacious cave, with 
the roof vapree e it reached a height of nearly forty feet. The 
size of the chamber was by actual measurement, ninety-four feet 
long, and sixty-three feet at its widest part. Beyond this, another 
flight of steps, seemingly deeper than the — extended to another 
chamber, but we have not yet explored it. What lay beyond the 
first room, to what extent the cave reaches or what it contains, re+ 
mains to be seen. But, judging from what we have: already dis- 
covered, the investigations that are to be made will possess the most 
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chamber already discovered. Captain Edwards is so | in- 
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overpowering interest. When we had been in the cave long enough 
to accommodate our eyes to the dim light furnished by the openin 
we had made, we began to make our observations. We were fille 
with astonishment at what lay before us. The cave or grotto had 
evidently been used as a hiding-place for treasure and a place for con- 
cealment by those who had-used it. Implements of defence lay in 
roups upon one side. They were of an exceeding antique form. 

ees antiquity rested upon every article before us. The dust of ages 
had settled down upon all things in the cave. } | 

in one corner we found three earthern vessels of singular con- 
struction and shape. These were filled with coin, of silver, brass, 
and iron—but mostly of brass—of various shapes. ‘The cein bore no 
image, were coarsely, but most curiously, wrought ; and Captain 
Edwards, who boasts some knowledge of coins, declares them to be 
entirely unlike anything which he had ever seen or read of, and of a 
— ancient date. | 
- But the most singular and interesting discovery of all, consists in 
our having found, in a niche, several rolls and packets, composed of 
a material entirely unknown to us, upon which were inscribed figures 
and characters, the meaning of which, as yet, we have not been able 
to determine upon, or make out the nation or date to which they may 
have belonged. 

We go to-morrow to the cave, having made ample preparations 
for explorirg its utmost extent. We take with us provisions for a 
week, and bedding for our accommodation. We shall occupy the 


terested in the investigation before him, that he has abandoned, for 


a week at least, his surveying expedition. He is filled with the 


highest hopes, and, although a cold and unimpressive man in the 
ordinary concerns of life, he is-now animated with the greatest 
enthusiasm. 
Conversing on the tupic this afternoon, he declares his belief that 
both the coins and the scrolls have a date anterior to the Chris- 
tian era. If this be so, we certainly have a clue that will conduct 
us to an inquiry that has hitherto been clouded in mystery and the 
silence of the grave,—‘* What was the condition of this country: cen- 
turies ago, and who inhabited it?” It cannot be supposed that this 
vast continent has been permitted to be a howling wiklerness for so 
many thousand years; or that our mighty rivers have flowed through 
rich and fertile valleys since the creation, without the intelligence 
of man to sound the praises of the Lord and Maker of them all. 
Capt. Edwards has forwarded a small quantity of the coin, and a 
scroll of the manuscript, to his brother, Cornelius K. t:dwards, 
of Philadelphia, but now residing in your city at the Exchange Coffee 
House; with a request that he would Jay them before the learned and 
scientific men of Boston, and also before the faculty of Harvard Uni- 
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versity. His letter and package will doubtless reach the city by the 
same conveyance that brings you this, and I recommend yen to calk 
upon him and view the curiosities of our cave. Besides, he may 
have other and more minute descriptions from Capt. Edwards him- 
self, than I am able, in this hurried letter, to give. You may depend 
upon hearing from me next Sabbath, on our return to this place. 
We have a mail but once a week, which passes every- Wednesday, so 
you may expect to hear from me more at length, by Thursday night 
of next week.— Boston Herald. | 
I remain, 
Yours, &c., 
CHARLES G. Proctor. 


In 183%, a Mr. Furguson communicated the following to the Christian 
Advocate and Journal, it is also to be found on the 169th page of his work | 
on American Antiquities. 

“ On’a Mountain called Look-out Mountain belonging tothe vast Allegany 
chain, running between the Tennessee and Coos rivers, arising about one 
thousand feet above the surrounding valley. The top of the mountain is 
mostly level, but presents to the eye an almost barren waste. Onthis range 
notwithstanding its height, a river has its source and after traversing it for 
about seventy miles, p over a precipice. The rocks from which the 
water falls’is circular, and juts over considerably ; immediately below the 
fall, on each side of the river, are bluffs, which rise about two hundred feet. 
Around one of these bluffs, the river makes a bend, which gives it the form 
of a peninsula ; on the top of this are the remains of what is esteemed for- 
tifications, which consist of a stone wall built on the very brow of this tre- 
mendous ledge. The whole length of the wall, following the very course 
of the brink, this precipice is thirty seven rods and eighteen feet, including 
about two acres of ground ; the only decent from this place is between two 
rocks, for about thirty feet, when a bench of the ledge presents itself from 
two to five feet in width, and ninety feet long. This bench is the only road 
or path up from the waters edge to the summit, but just at the foot of the 
two rocks where they reach this path, and within thirty feet of the top of the 
rock, are five rooms, which have been formed by dint of labor ; the entrance 
to these rooms is —— small, but when within they are found to communicate 
with each other by doors or appertures.” 

Mr. Furguson thinks them to have been constructed during some dreadful 
war, and those who constructed them to have acted on the defensive ; and 
believes that twenty men could have withstood the whole army of Xerxes, 
as it was impossible for more than one to pass ata time, and might by the 
slightest push, be hurled at least an hundred and fifty feet down the roeks. 

n the Book of Mormon, 3rd European Ed., page 434, we read, and it 
came to that the ninety and third year (of the rein of the judges over the 
—_ of Nephi, ) did also pass away in peace, save it was for the Gadianton 

bbers, who dwelt upon the mountains, who did infest the land ; for so 
strong were their holds and their secret places, that the people could not 
overpower them ; therefore. they did commit many murders, and did go 


much slaughter among the people. On the 436th page it recorded that 
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spre out it became expedient 
that all the people, both the Nephites and oy ona et should take up 
arms against them after which it is said, “ And it came to pass in the com- 
mencement of the fourteenth year, (after the sign given of the birth of 
Christ), the war between the robbers and the people of Nephi did continue, 
and did become gee Magi: ; nevertheless the whos of Nephi did 
in some advan of the robbers, in so much, that they did drive them 
out of their lands into the mountains and into their secret places,” page 
439 “* And it came to pass in the latter end of the eighteenth year, ban 
armies of robbers had pre for battle, and to come down and 
to sally forth wo hills, and out of the mountains, and the wilderness, 
and their holds, and their secret places, and began to take possession 
of the land. On the 441 and 442 vant we are _—- how these robbers 
were destr ; it was.by a stratagem, a part of the Nephite armies getti 
between the robbers and their secret oh strong holds, by hich thes 
were cut of in their retreat. bREeey 
This in connexion with the ding account is an evidence of the truth of 


the book of Mormon, for mark, this d scovery, did not take place until two 


years after the publication of the book of Mormon, so that the account of these 
robbers with their strong holds and secret places, could not have been made 
through a previous acquaintance, with the country, since then discoveries are 
being almost continually made, that confirm the fact that the unlearned 
Joseph Smith did positivel ‘translate the Book of Mormon, the Lord through 
him performing a“ marvelous work and a wonder,” causing the “ wisdom 
ee men to perish, and the understanding of their prudent men to 
be hid.” 


GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 

A letter has been received from Elder William Cooke, dated Karori, 
near Wellington, New Zealand, January 30th, 1855. The condition 
of that field of labor still appears favourable; many enquiring, pros- 
pects good, hoped soon to organize a branch ; the details of his labors 
will appear in our next. He also gives an account of the earthquake 
that took place on the 23rd, at a quarter after nine p. m.; he des- 
eribes the first and most voilent shocks as having continued for about 
two minutes, and that the earth rolled like the waves of the sea, and 
that it was with difficulty that he could keep his feet. When he as- 
certained that it was an earthquake he felt in the name of the Lord 
to assure the family who were in the house with him that inasmuch 
as they remained together with him there should no harm befall 
them ; thus, whilst the generality of the inhabitants fled from their 
dwellings, and sought safety in tents, this family of Saints remained 
secure in their dwelling, although minor shocks continued to take 
place ; they sat up all the night singing Hymns, &. — == 

A few “ Deseret News ” have been received ; things are going on 
well in the valley. The foundation of the Temple is progressing. 
The immigration was coming in. There had been a good supply of 
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neral stores; some of the brethren have opened stores: brother 

orner is particularly alluded to in a leader, ~he having fell prices, 
which has influenced others ; an old firm has made a still further re- 
duction, thus it appears that supplies are on the increase, and that 

rices are declining, the advantages being on the side of the Saints. 

e have alluded to this state of things in consequence of the report. 
that has been circulated by the press, that there has been a scarcity 
of supplies ; and also that the authorities interfered to create exhor- 
bitant prices. We have also been privileged with a sight of a letter 
from an accomplished lady, who is connected with the most wealthy 
and influential members of the Methodist body in Leeds, England, who 
being with her husband and family on their way to California, she 
and the family stoped at the S. Lake, her husband going on to Cali- 
fornia, she embraced the Faith, and united with the Church of God. 

Her husband afterwards came on to this place, where he also 
obeyed the Gospel, and was ordained an Elder, and is now preaching 
the Gospel in New Zealand ; in a letter to her husband, she alludes 
to the improved state of the market, in favour of the purchasers, 
-—_ tag the brethren having entered into competition with the 

enti 

Surely it will not be denied but, that after a residence of five 
years in the valley, and our having sojurned with the church for a 
number of years, that we must have a knowledge of the state and 
condition of the inhabitants of the territory of Utah, and of the state 
of feeling of the authorities towards the saints. We know from our 
own experience, that the reports alluded to are lies, and the reason 
that they are poured forth with such — and embraced with 
such eagerness, has been very plainly and forcibly disclosed by the 
Saviour, when he said in reference to his Saints, “‘the world hateth 
you because you are not of the world; if ye were of the world the 
world would love its own. 

The “ Empire,” from the commencement of the present year, has 
now and then been stained with extracts from Ferris’ Utah. A copy 
of our last issue containing an Epistle of the first President, to the 
Saintsin Australia ; A description of the Temple ; An account of the 
Bills passed in Congress in favour of the Territory of Utah; also an 
article copied from the Millinmial Star, headed “Ferris’ Utah and the 
Mormons weighed in the Balances,” was sent to the conductors of the 
public press in this city. But none of them has dared to give a single 
extract therefrom. How is this—lIt is not in accordance with the 
—— of a honesty, ahd Justice. Do they know that they 

ve either been lying themselves, or that they Lave been imposed 
upon by others; and are they afraid to confess either their wickedness 
or their am ; are they determined = far as their influence goes) 
to crush Mormonism, though it should be at the expense of e 


principle of integrity and uprighteousness. We would remind them 
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